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Lord PRIMATE of All Ireland. 


My LORD, 


AN Excuſe for the Trouble, which 
SY) I once more preſume to give 
your GRACE, concerning ſome 

„ Principles and Practices imput- 
ed to Roman-Catholics, which 
are juſtly thought dangerous to thoſe Prozeft- 


ant Governments, under which they are per- 


mitted to live; I ſhall only offer (beſides the 
Importance of the Subject itſelf) this Aſſu- 
rance on my Part, That it is, probably, the 
laſt Trouble of that, or any other Kind, 
which Your GRAck will ever receive from 
the ſame Hand. Your Goodneſs, my LorDp, 
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will pardon the re-iterated Sollicitation of 
Your Regard to a People, fo long miſrepre- 
ſented; while Your Grace's Judgment is 
ſtll appealed to as deciſive, with Reſpect to 
the Reality of ſuch Miſrepreſentation. 


THrar thoſe, who deem it lawful to reſiſt 
the ruling Power, whenever it ſeemeth to 
them to offer Violence to their Religion or 
Property, ſhould, in ſuch Caſe, rebel againſt 
it; is not at all to be wondered at: Nor are 
ſach Perſons, my LoRp, ever at a Loſs for 
) ſpecious Reaſons to excuſe, or even to 
juſtify, ſuch Rebellion. But, when Subjects 
have ſuffered their Religion, Property, and 
Liberty, to be taken from them, at a Time 
in which it was evidently in their Power to 
have preſerved them by Reſiſtance, and 
when they have patiently endured Exile, 
Impriſonment, and Death itſelf, rather than, 
by exciting Rebellion againſt their Prince, 
endeavour to prevent thoſe Evils; ſuch Men, 
my LorD, cannot, ſurely, be ſaid to be 
Rebels, by Principle at leaſt. Prejudice it- 
ſelf muſt confeſs them to have given the 
ſtrongeſt external Proofs of Loyalty that Men 
are capable of giving: And, whatever Diſ- 
loyalty others, of the /ame religious Per- 
ſuafion, have been guilty of, it ought, in 
Charity, to be aſcribed rather to the Weak- 
neſs or Paſſions of the Men, than to the In- 
fluence of their Religion, which hath operated 
ſo very differently (for no other imaginable 

Motive 


(2) See an Hiſtorical Eſſay on the Loyalty of Preſbi- 
terians, printed in 4to. in 1713. | 
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Motive could have /o operated) in the Circum- 
{ſtances above-mentioned. That this has been 
often the Caſe of Roman-Catholics, both Cler- 
gy and Laity, in different Parts of the World, 
where their Religion had been eſtabliſhed, 
hath been already ſhewn by others: I ſhall, my 
 Lorp, endeavour to prove it to have been 
their Caſe nearer Home, I mean in England, 
from the Beginning of the Reformation there, 
in the Reign of Henry VIII, to the End of 
that of Queen Elizabeth; And, for that Pur- 
poſe, I will adduce ſome plain Matters of 
Fat, which I find recorded in our own moſt 
authentic Prozeftant Hiſtories of thoſe Times. 


AnD, in Truth, * the firſt King of Eng- 
land that ever gave effectual Cauſe; in the 
Face of the World, to try the admirable Pa- 
tience, Order, and Loyalty of his Romanu- 
Catholic Clergy, was the aforeſaid Henry 
VIII; firft, by taking from them their Ab- 
beys and Church-lands, (in direct Violation 
of the GREAT CHARTER) the Value of 
which, at that JunCture, amounted to the 
then prodigious Sum of (65) / 320,180. 10s, 
Sterling, annual Rent; and, ſecondly, by im- 
poſing on them, and all his other Subjects, 
the new Oath of his fpiritual Supremacy, 
on Pain of Death; which he took Care to 
have inflicted, with undiſtinguiſhing Cruelty, 
on all conſcientious Recuſants; witneſs, a- 
mong many others, the Great Sir Thomas 
More, and Doctor Fiſher, Biſhop of Rocheſter, 

| AND 


() Heylin's Hiſt. of Q. E/iz. fo 9o, *®* See Image 
of both Churches. - 5 


161 

* And although, my Lox, theſe ſuppreſſ- 
ed Abbeys were governed by Men of Power 
and Underſtanding, whoſe Revenues were 
great, whoſe Tenants were many and rich, 
and who themſelves were greatly favoured 
by the People for their Hoſpitality, and high- 
ly eſteemed by the Nobility and Gentry; and 
although the Knights of St. John of Hieruſa- 
lem were in the ſame diſtreſſed State (fave 
only a ſcanty Penſion that was diftributed 
among them) and by their Fraternities might 
have procured great Troubles (inſomuch, 
that it was commonly (e) thought that more 
than 10,000 Perſons, as well Maſters as Ser- 
vants, loſt their Livelihoods by that Act 
of Suppreſſion) : Nevertheleſs, my 
Lorp, this Clergy did, on that trying 
Occaſion, teſtify the Patience of true 1/rael- 
ites, and the Obedience of true Subjects; 
and, arming themſelves with Prayers and 
Tears, took up no other Weapons, nor raiſed 
any Inſurrections. For, as to the Riſings of 
the Lincolnſhire and Yorkſhire Men, about 
that Time, it is not pretended, my LorD, 
that the Body of the Clergy was concerned 
in either: And it may be gathered from 
Lord (d) Herbert that theſe Inſurrections 
were occaſioned by new and grievous Taxes 
then impoſed, rather than by any Alteration 
made in Religion. For, the Lincolnſhire 
Men, in their Propoſals for laying down Arms, 
expreſsly confeſſed the King to be (%) ſupreme 

| | Head 


(©) Heylin's Hiſt. of Q. Elix. fo. go. (4) Id. 
ibid. fo. g1. (e) Hiſt, of the Life and Reign of 
Henry VIII. fo. 410. See the Same. 
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Head of the Church of England; which was 
the only Alteration then made in Religion: 
And the Rebels of 7ork/btre, though upwards 

of 30,000, ſubmitted in a few Days, upon 
no other Conceſſion from his Majeſty, but 
a (f) general Pardon, and the Promiſe of 
a Parliament to be held in their own Parts; 
without having obtained any one Point in 
Matters of Religion : Which ſhews that Re- 
ligion was made Uſe of by them, only as a 
Pretext, and a Snare 10 draw in Numbers, 
and encreaſe their Strength. 


IT is true, my Lorp, that, after the 
Yorkſhire Inſurgents became conſiderable, 
this Pretext of Religion brought over to 
them ſome ſtarving Prieſts and Fryars, who 
hoped, by their Means, to be reſtored to 
their Livings; as ſome of them actually were 
for a ſhort Time: Nor will this be at all 
wondered at, if we conſider that, by the be- 
fore-mentioned Suppreſſion of Abbeys alone 
(to ſay Nothing of other Church-livings) 
more than ten thouſand religious Perſons and 
their Dependents were turned out of their 
own Doors, and left unprovided of Food 
and Habitations; ©* which,” ſays my Au- 
thor, © moved the common People to much 
% Compaſlion, to ſee thoſe forced to live 
© by Alms, who, by their bountiful Hoſ- 
„ pitality, had relieved fo many.” 


In the enſuing Reign, my Loxb, of E4- 
ward VI. there remained no Face, and ſcarce 
the 


(5% 14. ibid. 
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the Name of the Popiſh Religion ; © though 
© there were great Multitudes of Men well- 
« affected to it, and diſcontented to ſee their 
„Church driven into a Wilderneſs, and 
* forced to lurk in Corners.” Their ſo- 
lemn Service of the Maſs was hen ſo ſtrict- 
ly forbidden by the State, that the (8) Prin- 
ceſs Mary herſelf, the King's Siſter, and Heir 
apparent to the Crown, was hardly, and not 
without the preſſing Sollicitations, and even 
Threats of the Emperor, ſuffered 'to have it 
in private. And even that ſmall Favour was 
ſoon after denied her, and her Chaplains and 
principal Servants impriſoned,. on Pretence 
of her having ſuffered others to be preſent at 
that Service. At the ſame Time that ſhe re- 
ceived this Affront, the Lords of the Council 
were ordered to declare to her in the King's 
Name, (b)“ that his Majeſty, finding how 
„ unmoveable ſhe was from her | 
% Courſes, had reſolved not to endure it 
longer, unleſs he might perceive ſome 
« Hope of her Conformity within a ſhort _ 
4 Time.” To which, my Lorp, that Prin- 
ceſs anſwered, that“ her Soul was God's, 
« and that, for her Faith, as ſhe could not 
&* change it, ſo ſhe would not diſſemble it. — 
© Upon which (ſays Heylin) ſhe was appoint- 
c ed to remain with the King; but none of 
«© her Chaplains were permitted to have 
«© Speech with her, or Acceſs to her.“ — Nor 
could this King, my Lok p, be ever afterwards 
induced, either by the Entreaties or Menaces 
of the Emperor, to allow her the private _ 
erciſe 


(20 Heyl. Edv. VI. fo. 102. (x) Id. ibid. 
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erciſe of her Religion. Nevertheleſs, the 
Roman-Caholic Clergy all this Time behaved 
peaceably, humbly, and loyally, to that Sha- 
dow of a King! Nor doth it appear, that 
more than one Prieſt was concerned in an 
of the numerous Inſurrections of that ſhort 
Reign: And leſt the Thing, for its Rarity, 
might have eſcaped the People's Notice, and 
he not be known to be a Prieſt, they took 
Care, at his Execution, to have him Shad 
out in his prieſtly Yeftments, with his Beads 
at. his Girdle, and with every other Peculi- 
arity of Dreſs, that denoted either his Function, 
or e 


Such, my Lorp, were the Preſſures, un- 
der which the Popiſh Clergy and Laity la- 
boured in both theſe Reigns; and ſuch their 
admirably meek and patient Behaviour under 
them! — How far the Princeſs Mary's Re- 
ſentment of ſuch ill Treatment, heightened 
by the Rebellion afterwards raiſed againſt her, 
on her Brother's Death, in Favour of Lady 
Jane Grey, (and that, confeſſedly, for no o- 
ther Reaſon, but becauſe ſhe was a Papiſt); 
how far, I ſay, theſe Provocations might 
have afterwards urged her to fer that cruel 
Perſecution of Proteſtants, which diſgraced 
her Reign, I ſhall not pretend to determine : 
But, certain it is, my LoRD, that when it 
pleaſed the Almighty, na few Years, to put 
an End to both that Perſecution and her Life, 
Popery was fully re-eſtabliſhed in England; 
and all Places of Truſt and Power, in Church 
and State, as well as the two Houſes of Par- 
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liament, were filled by Papiſts. So that, it 
may be truly ſaid, that all the Wealth and 
Power of the Kingdom were lodged in Poprſþ 
Hands, at the Time of that Queen's Deceale. 


And what Uſe, my Lok p, did the Popiſh 
Clergy and Laity make of that Jucky Conjunc- 
ture of their Affairs? — Did they, or any of 


them, employ the leaſt Part of their Wealth, 


their Power, or their Influence, to prevent 
the Succeſſion of the Princeſs Elizabeth (i), 
* whoſe Averſeneſs from the Church of 
* Rome was then ſufficiently known?” Or, 
had any of Queen Mary's Popiſh Biſhops or 
Council tampered with that Queen, during 
her long Illneſs, to alter the legal Succeſſion 
in Favour of Popery and the Queen of Scots, 
who ſet up no unplauſible Claim to the 
Crown, as the Council of her Predeceſſor 
had effectually done, during his tedious Sick- 
neſs, in Behalf of Lady Jane Grey and the 
reformed Religion? Or, did any of Queen 
Mary's Prieſts or Biſhops, at that critical Junc- 
ture, preach up Rebellion againſt the Princeſs 
Elizabeth, becauſe ſhe was a Proteſtant, as 


(J am forry, my Lord, (*) that hiſtorical 


Juſtice obliges me to confeſs it,) Doctor R:d- 
ley, Biſhop of London, and others, had before 
done, on King Edward's Death, againſt the 
Princeſs Mary, becauſe ſhe was known to be 
a Papiſt ? No, my LorD : — Your 
GRACE needs not to be informed, though ma- 
ny others may, that the Contrary of all this 

was 


(1) Camb. Hel. Ke. (K) Heyl. Hiſt. of Q. 
Mary, fo. 14. 
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was dane by both the Laity and Clergy, at 
that important Juncture. 


) For, as ſoon as the Lords, ſpiritual 
and temporal, then aſſembled in Parliament, 
received the News of Queen Mary's Death, 
tbey ſent a Meſſage to the Speaker of the 
Houſe of Commons, then alſo fitting, de- 
firing him and all the Members of that Houſe 
to come preſently to them; which being done, 
Lord Chancellor Heath, (who had been de- 
poſed and impriſoned by King Edward; for 
having refuſed the Oath of Supremacy,) de- 
clared unto them, in the Name of all the Reſt 
of the Lords, that, „as God had taken to 
„ his Mercy the late Queen Mary, and as 
* none could doubt of the Princeſs Elizabeth's 
* moſt certain Right to the Crown; the Pre- 
<< lates and Peers had agreed, with one Voice 
« and Mind, to proclaim her Queen, with 
all Speed; as nothing ſeemed to them 
«© more neceſlary than Expedition, for pre- 
“ venting all ſuch Plots and Practices of any 
diſcontented or ambitious Perſons, as might 
be ſet on Foot to the Diſturbance of the 
4 common Quiet: That, therefore, their 
& Concurrence was required, they being then 
„ ſo opportunely convened, as the Repreſen- 
<« tatives of the whole Body of the Com- 
«© mons of the Realm of England.” 


The Archbiſhop had ſcarce ended his 
Speech, when all the Knights and Burgeſſes 
cried out, with one Voice, © Long live 


B 2 Queen 
() Id. Hiſt, of Q. Elis. fo. 101. See Camb. &c. 
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+ Queen Elizabeth! may ſhe reign long and 


«© happily over us!“ — So that ſhe was im- 
mediately proclaimed by the King at Arms; 
firſt, before Meſtminſter-hall- door; and, ſoon 
after, at the Croſs in Cheapfide, and other 
Parts of the City, with as many Demon- 
| nero of Joy and Love in the common 

eople, as any Prince ever had, or could 
have, received, on the like Occaſion. 


And yet, my Lok b, notwithſtanding all 
this Loyalty of the Fopiſb Clergy and Laity, 
the Statutes of the Supremacy, and the Ab- 
rogation of their Religion were ſhortly after 
enacted by that Parliament: And even be- 
fore the Expiration of the firſt Year of her 
Reign, (®) all the Biſhops in England, fix Ab- 
bots, Priors, and Governors of religious Or- 
ders, twelve Deans, and as many Archdea- 
cons, fifteen Preſidents or Maſters of Col- 
leges, fifty Prebendaries of cathedral Church- 
es, and about eighty Parſons or Vicars, (be- 
ing in all about two hundred) were deprived, 
and impriſoned, for not conforming to theſe 
new Statutes en | 


And is it poſſible that the powerful Popiſb 
Clergy, at that Juncture, made no Oppoſition 
to theſe Encroachments and Violences? did 
they form no Conſpiracies, nor raiſe any In- 
ſurrections, on that Occaſion? — Moſt cer- 
tain it is, my LoRDp, that they did not. 
For, neither then, nor at any other Time 
(n) during the firſt eleven Years of Queen 

ES Elizabeth. 

(*) See Camb. Heyl. &c. () Camb. Eliz. p. 170. 
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Elizabeth, was there the leaſt Stir or Com- 
motion in any Part of the Kingdom: Nay, 
my LoRD, we do not find that, during her 
whole long Reign of five and forty Years, more 
than two Popiſh Priefts were convicted of any 
Thing like actual Treaſon, againſt her Perſon 
or Government; Ballard, for knowing and 
concealing the Attempts of Babington; and 
Plumbtree, for ſaying Maſs at the Riſing in 
the North: Which Riſing, my Lok, as (o) 
Cambden confeſſes, was concerted chiefly with 
a View to reſcue the unhappy Queen of Scots, 
then, and for ſome Years before, unjuſtly 
made a Priſoner in England. And al- 
though, theſe Northern Inſurgents wrote 
circular Letters to all the Roman-Catholics in 
the Kingdom, exhorting them to collect their 
Strength and join with them; and that un- 
der the alluring Pretext of reſtoring their Re- 
ligion, then utterly ſuppreſſed: Yet, ſo far 
were they from joining theſe Inſurgents, 
or from giving them Room to hope 
that they would ever join them, that 
moſt of thoſe, who received ſuch Letters, (?) 
delivered both them, and the Bearers of them 
into the Hands of the Government; and 
* the whole Body of Koman-Catholics"” ſays 
Cambden, in every Part of the Realm, ſhew- 
ed a generous Emulation, among them- 
& ſelves, who ſhould contribute moſt liberal- 
* ly, either in Money, or perſonal Aſſiſtance, 
towards ſuppreſſing that Inſurrection.“ 

| Nor 

(®)1d. ib. p. 169. (v) Id. ib p. 168. 
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Nog can, I humbly conceive, any fair Ar- 
gument againſt the Loyalty of Roman-Catholic 
Principles be drawn from the Execution of /ome 
of their Prieſts, in this Reign, for /uppo/ed Trea- 
/on againſt her Majeſty: For, although, my 
LoRD, theſe Prieſts had been really guilty of 
Treaſon, (which I cannot be perſuaded to 
believe, until I am convinced that the pri- 
vate Exerciſe of their Religion or Function, 
for which moſt of them ſuffered Death, is 
TREASON) it is ſurely no great Wonder, if 
a few Men, ſmarting under the Laſh of a 
{ſevere and laſting Perſecution, were at length 
ſeduced, ' contrary to their known Duty, to 
enter into Schemes for transferring the ſu- 
preme Power into ſuch Hands as, they con- 


 fidently hoped, would deal more mercifully 


by them. I do not pretend to maintain, that 
Loyalty to a Proteſtant Prince, or to any Prince, 
is ſo deeply rooted in the Hearts of Popiſh 
Prieſts, that neither the Fear of Baniſhmeat, 
Confiſcation, Goals, or Death, can efface or 
diminiſh it: No, my Lok, ſuch an En- 
comium is not, I think, univerſally due to 


our own Clergy: And I pray God their Loy- 


alty may never be put to ſo dangerous a 
Tryal! — But this I ſhall venture to affirm, 
That Hiſtory doth not aftord us a more ſhin- 
ing Proof and Example of that heroical Vir- 
tue, in any Set of Men whatſoever, than 
what the whole Body of the Popyjbh Clergy, 
Nobility, Gentry and Commons of England, 
exhibited during the three Reigns of our re- 
{orming Princes, before-mentioned. 

2 I Have 
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Iraveyuſt now intimated to your Gr ace, 


that moſt of thoſe Prieſts who were hanged 


for Treaſon, in the Reign of Queen Elixa- 
beth, were not guilty of any real Conſpiracy 
againſt her Perſon or Government: And 
there are not wanting ſome good Vouchers of 
the Truth of that Intimation. (4) Even Camb- 
den, my LoRD, her Hiſtoriographer, ſeems 
to confeſs, That the Executions of Edward 
Campion, Ralph Sherwin, Luke Kirby, and A.- 
lexander Briant, were reluctantly ſuffered by 
her, merely to quiet the Minds of her Subjects; 
who apprehended, from a Treaty of Mar- 
riage then on Foot, between her Majeſty 
and a Son of France, that ſhe intended to 
change her Religion, and tolerate Popery : 
And it is manifeſt, from what the ſame Au- 
thor hath ſubjoined immediately after, That 
the Lives of Popiſh Prieſts in that Reign were 
frequently made a Sacrifice, to gratify a jea- 
lous and biggotted People; or to anſwer ſome 


other evil State-Purpoſes: For, (r) he tells us 


that © the Queen herſelf often complained, 
that the Neceſſity of the Times compelled 
&« her to take ſuch Courſes; and that ſhe be- 
& leved thoſe miſerable Prieſts, whom ſhe 
' thus ſuffered to be put to Death, were, for 
“ the moſt Part, not conſcious of, or con- 
© cerned in, any deſtructive Deſign againſt 
e their Country.” | 


A 


0 


* 


Taz ſame Writer, my Lon p, confeſles (5) 
that the wicked Emiſlaries of that Queen's 
Miniſtry did often lay Snares to entrap inno- 

cent 


(+) Els. p. 347, N © (5) 1b. p.337-* 
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cent Papiſts, and to bring them under a Suſpi- 
cion of being concerned in ſuch Deſigns, by 
dropping Letters in their Houſes, ſigned with 
the Names of Perſons already condemned or 
impriſoned for ſuch Crimes. Nay, theſe Pro ſe- 
cutions and Severities, my Lok p, were then 


carried to ſuch a ſcandalous Exceſs, (*) that 
her Majeſty, ever ſtudious to leave behind her 


a good Name and Memory, finding herſelf 
every- where repreſented as inhuman on theſe 
Accounts; expreſſed the higheſt Reſentment 
and Indignation againſt thoſe who were con- 
cerned in them, not only as Injurers of her 
Reputation and Honour, but alſo as Men 
guilty of the moſt ſavage Cruelty and Barba- 
riſm: And, fo far was ſhe from being ſatis- 
fied with the Apologies publiſhed by her 
Judges on that Occaſion, that ſhe laid her 
Commands on them, to abſtain for the future 
from all Torments and Executions on the 
Score of Religion; ordering, ſoon aſter, ſeven- 
ty impriſoned Popiſb Prieſts (ſome of whom 
were ſentenced to die, and the reſt in Dan- 
ger of the like Sentence) to be no otherwiſe 
puniſhed, than by Tranſportation out of the 
Kingdom. 


AND, in Truth, my Lok op, whoever will 
caſt an impartial Eye on the Hiſtory of the 
Tryals and Executions of theſe Prieſts, and 
afterwards compare it with what paſt, of the 


ſame Kind, during the ever memorable Pyprſb- 


Plot, in 1679, will find ſuch a perfect Simi- 
litude between them, that it will be difficult 
to 


() Id. ib. p. 378 


[87-1 
to tell which of theſe Tryals and Executions 
were the moſt unjuſt, illegal, and inhuman ; 
or, whether Cecil, under Elizabeth, or Shafteſ- 
bury, under Charles II. made Uſe of that Match- 
iavilian Expedient of forged Conſpiracies 
with the moſt State's-man-like Dexterity. 


Queen Elizabeth, my Lox p, was the Pa- 
troneſs and the Refuge of all the diſtreſſed 
Proteſtants of Europe, in her Time: Our Hii- 
tories are full of her Praiſes on that Score. 
The powerful Supplies of Men and Money, 
which ſhe ſent to the Scorch- Puritans, the 
French-Hugnenots, and to the Dutch Calviniſts, 
are at this Day remembered, to her Honour, 
by theſe different People. I am very far 
from ſuffering any Thing to drop from my 
Pen, that might look like a Diminution of 
that Honour, or a Cenſure on ſuch ſignal 
Proots of her Charity and Zeal for the Pro- 
zteſtant Religion: I ſhall only obſerve to 
Your GRACE, that the reſpective Sovereigns 
of theſe People looked upon her Majeſty's 
Conduct, in this Particular, in a very 7ifferent 
Light from what we have ever done. — Theſe 
Sovereigns, my Lok p, complained aloud that 
ſhe had aſſiſted their rebellious Subjects, then 
actually in Arms againſt them, with an avow- 
ed Deſign to ſet up a new Form of religious 
Worſhip, contrary to that, which had been, 
tor ſo many Ages, eſtabliſhed among them 
by Law; and, as her Majeſty, by this Pro- 
ceeding, gave a fair Precedent againſt her/el/, 
that forezgn Princes might be warranted by 


her 
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her own Example, to aſſiſt her Popiſb Subjects, 
if they ſhould offer to riſe for their Religion: 
It is no Wonder, if theſe provoked Powers 
did privately ſtir up ſome Papr/ts in England, 
to make Repriſals on her, in the ſame Way, 


and on Pretence of reſtoring their c Form 
of Worſhip, which ſhe had utterly aboliſhed. 


ArmTrR all, my Lorp, it is pretty evi- 
dent, that it was not ſo much the Hope of 
reſtoring their Religion, as Compaſhon for the 
Queenof Scots unmerited Diſtreſs, that prompt- 
ed the few Lay- Engliſh-catholics of Note to ap- 
pear in the Northern Inſurrection, before- men- 
tioned: For, it is well known that the Peo- 
ple of England, even in the Times of Popery, 
have often ſtrenuouſly oppoſea the Encroach- 
ments of the See of Rome on their ſpiritual, 
as well as temporal Rights. And, to omit 
many other Inſtances; —-even in our bigot- 
ted Queen Mary's Reign, © there was ſome 
« Claſhing,” ſays Sir Peter Fett, © of the 
* two Swords, the regal and pontifical, and 


© the People of England were like to be di— 


cc 


verted with a Sort of Prize played between 
them; when Cardinal Po, her Kins-man, 
who had reconciled England to Rome, was 
ſo far loſt in the Pope's good Graces, as 
that his Legantine Power was taken from 
© him, and, in Affront to Pool, given to 
* Feyto, a poor Fryar; but his red Hat, by 
Mary's Oppoſition, could get no farther 
* than Calais: And, ſhe was ſo regardleſs of 
the Pope's Curſes in the Caſe, that his 
* Bulls in Favour of the new Legate were not 
permitted 


£c 
cc 
vc 
cc 
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« permitted to arrive in England : So that 
the deſigned Legate was forced to go up 
and down the Streets of London, like a 
+ begging Fryar, without a red Hat.” 


* 


6 


On this Occaſion, my Lok bp, I beg Leave 
to mention an Argument in great Vogue, 
which is made uſe of againſt giving any 
Encouragement to the Roman-Catholics of 
tneſe Kingdoms, but which in itſelf has 
no Manner of Force: It hath been 
ſaid, that the Ruling Power in thoſe Proteſt- 
ant States, under which Roman-Catholics live 
peaceably, and like good Subjects, have no 
Popiſy Competitor , nor have theſe Subjects 
any real, or even pretended Cauſe to wiſh or 
expect to ſce the eſtabliſhed Form of Govern- 
ment over-turned by any daring or inſidious 
Attemots of ſuch Competitor. — But, is it not 
notorious, my LoRD, that there were great 
Numbers of Roman-Catholics among the Hol- 
landers, when they firſt caſt off Popery, and 
the Spaniſh Yoke; as allo ever ſince their Re- 
public hath been eftabliſhed in its prefent 
Form? And was not, thercfore, every King 
of Spain, from the firſt Day of their Revolt, 
to the preſent Hour, a formidable Pretender 
with Reſpect to that Republic;. and, accord- 
ing to this way of Reaſoning, a deſirable 
Popiſh Competitor in the Eyes of the Dutch 
Papiſts? — And yet the Knowing and impar- 
tial Sir William Temple aſſures us that, © tho" 
the Roman-Cathaiics of the United Provinces 
„of the Netherlands were very numerous in 
„the Country among the Pcatants, and con- 

2 fHiderabli 
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ſiderable in the Cities; yet they ſeemed to 
„ bea ſound Picce of the State, and faſt jointed 
in with the Reſt, and have neither given a- 
ny Diſturbance to the Government, nor ex- 
preſſed any Inclination to a Change, or to 
any foreign Power, cither upon the for- 
mer Wars with Hpain, or the later Invaſt- 
ons of the Biſhop of Myunſter:” — And 
that their Behaviour, ever ſince Sir //71/ram's 
Time, hath been equally praiſe-worthy, I 
necd not, I am furc, inform Your GRACE. 


c 


Lg 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


Bou r we have no Occaſion, my LRD, to look 
abroad for Reaſons to invalidate this Bug- 
bear Diſtinction between the Loyalty of do- 
meſtic, and of foreign Papiſts; ſince the Facts 
already mentioned out of our own Hiſtory, 
relative to the Succeſſion of Queen El:zabeth, 
have clearly and fully refuted it. — For, did 
not the whole Body of Fypiſb Archbiſhops, 
Biſhops, Abbots, Priors and other Clergy, 
together with all the Ps piſb Lords and Com- 
mons aſſembled in Parliament, at the Time 
of Queen Mary's Death, moſt chearfully 
and unanimouſly declare the Princeſs Fliza- 
beth, though a known Proteſtant, the real and 
undoubted Heir to the Crown , although the 
Popiſh Queen of Scots had ſet up a Claim to it, 
and quartered the Arms of England with 
thoſe of Scotland and France, on that Occaſi- 
on? — Now, my Lox, if ſuch a Popiſh Pre- 
tender as ſhe was, (herſelf a Queen, her Huſ- 
band Heir apparent to the Crown of France, 
her Rival, the Princeſs Elizulelb, declared 
legitimate by two Acts of Parliament) was 


not 
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not able to ſtir up the Papifts, then too fo 
powerful, to oppoſe that Princeſs's Succeſſion, 
whoſe Averſeneſs to their Religion was well 
known: How uncharitable, nay how abſurd 
is it to ſuppoſe, That Men of the very ſame 
Principles can be tempted at this Day to diſ- 
turb the preſent reigning Family ; without 
the leaſt Share of Power, or Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs on their Side, and in Favour of a friend- 
leſs Exile, who is deſtitute of every one of 
the before-mentioned encouraging Circum- 
ftances on his? 


NoTHiNG is more certain, my I oRD, than 
that thoſe, who are apt to raiſe the greateſt 
Outcry againſt Pgpery and the Pretender, have 
not always proved either the beſt Proteſtants, 
or beſt Sub jecis, in the Day of Tryal. Of 
this we have had a late convincing Proof, in 
our dangerous Divitwns in this Kingdom, in 
the Years 1749 and 1752; at both which 
Periods, many ſeemed to do by Speech- 
ing, and ſome by Writing, what the fa- 
mous Mr. Pryz was remarked for, in the 
grand Rebellion of 1641 in England; “ that 
is,“ (ſays Sir Peter Pett) “ for publiſhing 
„ voluminous Tracts of the Diſloyalty of 
*& Papifts, when he himſelf was making ſo 
great a Figure in that Rebellion.“ 


 PermMIT me to remind Your GRACE, that, 
while the Lucaſians, in 1749, were factiouſly 
and riotouſly oppoſing this Government, “ we 
c had the Comfort and Satisfaction,“ (to make 
Uſe of the Words of our late worthy Prime 
Rs Serjernt. 
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Serjeant Stannard, in his Speech in the 
Houſe of Commons) “ to ſee that all was 
* quiet here; and to the Honour of the 
= are be it remembered, not 
* a Man of them moved Tongue, Pen, 
* or Sword, either during the late wick- 
* ed Rebellion in Scotland, or on the then 
* Occaſion! And, for my Part,” con- 
tinues he, „while they behave with Du- 
ty and Allegiance to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
% ment, I ſhall hold them as Men, in equal 
* Eſteem with others in every Point but one: 
« And while their private Opinion interferes 
% not with public Tranquility, I think their 
« Induſtry and Allegiance ought to be en- 
% couraged.” 


** 


SUCH, my LoRD, were that truly honeft 
Man's Sentiments of the Conduct of our rb 
Papyſts, at that Juncture, in Contraſt to that 
of our Proteſtant Lucafians. And yet it cannot 
be forgotten in what Deteſtation the Name of 
Papiſt was then held by ſome of both Parties, 
and how bitterly and nonſenſically each, in its 
Turn, upbraided the other with it. But that, 
my Log, which is moſt of all remarkable on 
this Occaſion, is, that ſome of thoſe very 
Champions for the Government, who molt 
ſignally, and ſucceſsfully, exerted themſelves 
againſt the Lucafiais in 1949, did afterwards, 
in 1752, (for Reaſons now known to all the 
World) ſuddenly change Sides; and, under 
the Pretex, of Patriotiſm, publickly adopt 
all the anarchical Sentiments and Schemes 


of 
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of that turbulent and dangerous Faction; 
branding, like them, their late Friends, the 
Courtters, with the odious Names of Papi/t 
and Jacobite; and even characterizing a moſt 
reverend, and amiable Prelate of this Church, 
with the mock-Appellation of Cardinal, for 
no other aſſignable Cauſe, but his conſtant, 
and ſteady Adherence to the true Intereſt, and 
Support of Government. I mention this po- 
litical Farce, my Lok p, ſo lately acted among 
us, as one Proof, among many, That the 
Common- Place Out- cry againſt Hpery has ge- 
nerally no other Meaning or Tendency, but 
to blacken an adverſe Party, and to promote 
a private Purpoſe unconnected with, if not 
oppolite to, the true Intereſt of both Church 
and State. 


Tur Truth of all this, my Lok p, hath been 
long ſince known to all honeſt, and diſcerning 
Froteftants of the eſtabliſhed Church; and eſpe- 
cially to our late glorious Patriot, Dr. Sw1/7, 
who, in the Year, 1730, did not ſcruple to 
affirm in Print, not only“ that the Fapiſts 
in general, of any Subſtance or Eſtate 
among us, but alſo their Prieſts, almoſt 


* univerſally, are /Yhtzps, in the Senſe which 


„by that Word is under ad. 


Ap, indeed, my Lon p, both the P:piſh 
Clergy and Laity are, fully ſenſible, that no 
Subjects of this, or any other Nation, have 
ever ſuffered ſo much Oppreſſion and Injuſtice, 
under any Sovereigns, as they, in Free 
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lar, have ſuffered, under thoſe of the Stuart 
Line, from the firſt of them to the laſt: 
They are fully ſenſible, that King James I. on a 
Conſpiracy imputed to their Anceſtors, in N- 
ſter (of which there never was any other Proof, 
but the artfully procured Terror and Flight 
of the Accuſed) ſeized upon ſix entire Coun- 
ties of that Province, to the utter Extirpation, 
and Undoing, of the antient Proprietors : 
That both he, and his Son, Charles I. by 
erecting Courts of Inquiſition into what was 
then called defective Titles, iniquitouſly turn- 
ed many noble and deſerving Roman-Catholics, 
of this Kingdom, out of their Eſtates: That 
Charles II. by ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 
transferred the Lands of others, who con- 
ſtantly adhered to him, at the Expence of 
their Blood and Treaſure, to thoſe very Com- 
wellits, and their Deſcendents for ever, who 
were either Principals, or Acceſlaries, in take- 
ing off his Father's Head : That, by their 
fond Attachment to James II. after his Ab- 
dication, they forfeited the Little that was 
lef. them after ſo many Shipwrecks; and in 
ſhort, that their Ruin was compleated by the 
famous Acts t9 prevent the further Growth of 
Popery, in the Reign of Queen Anne, the laſt 
of that (to them indeed) inauſpicious Race. 


A LIvELY Remembrance, and Reſent- 
ment, my Lok p, of thoſe Wxongs and Op- 
preſſions, joined to a grateful Senſe of the 
Lenity extended to them by the preſent reign- 


ing Family, ever fince its happy Acceſſion to 
the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, hath, no 


doubt, 
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doubt, given that dutiful and loyal Turn to 
all their Thoughts and Expreſſions, which 
hath been gradually diſcovering itſelf theſe 
many Years paſt; and to the Sincerity of 
which, their peaceable Demeanor, for more 
than half a Century, hath given an undoubted 
Sanction. This Diſpoſition, my Lok p, hath 
been ſtill more and more improved and 
cultivated by the frequent and pathetic 
Exhortations of their Clergy from their Al- 
tars; who have not only preſſed and enjoined 
it as a Duty, but alſo threatened to cut off 
from their Comnuunion, all ſuch as proved 
refractory. And, thus, my Lok p, thoſe Seeds 
of good Affection, firſt planted by their own 
juſt Reflections on the Lenity of this Govern- 
ment, and afterwards cheriſhed by the good 
Example and Doctrine of their Clergy, have, 
at length, grown up to that Maturity of 
Loyalty to His preſent Majeſty, which is 
vifible in all their late Addreſſes to His il- 
luſtrious Repreſentative: An Event, my Lok p, 
which peculiarly diſtinguiſheth (not lets for 
Wiſdom, than truly Chriſtian Benevolence) 
his Grace the Duke of BEDFORD's pre- 

ſent Adminiſtration from all thoſe that have 
| preceded it; and will, I foreſee, in Time, 
produce that general Benefit, that laſtin 
Quiet, and Security to this Kingdom, which 
the Infliction of Pains and Penalties, for more 
than two hundred Years paſt, has nor been 
able to effect. 


I Know, my Los, it has been artfu!- 
ly and induſtriouſly ſuggeſted, that, notwith- 
ſtanding 


26] 
ſtanding all thoſe plauſible Appearances of 
Loyalty and good Affection in Roman-Ca- 
tholics, ſome may yet be found among them 
ſo filly or ungrateful, as to refuſe giving any 
ſatisfactory 70% thereof to the Government; 
at the ſame Time that they confidently 
enough expect a Continuance of its Protecti- 
on over them. Vet ſuch Refuſal, I am per- 
ſuaded, ſuppoſing it ſhould ever happen, 
would proceed, rather from a fooliſh unac- 
countable Prejudice, than from any real Diſ- 
affection in them, But, whatever, my Lox, 
ſhould be the Motive of it, thoſe among 
them, who are willing to approve themſelves 
good and loyal Subjects, ought not, ſurely, 
to be prejudiced by it. The preſent Go- 
vernment is too juſt and merciful, ſtill to 
puniſh that whole People, for the Folly, or 
Perſverſeneſs of a Few of the moſt Worthleſs 
and Ignorant among them. Such a Proce- 
dure, my LoRD, would too much reſemble 
that of Licurgus, who, out of Hatred to 
Drunkenneſs, ordered all the Vines in Spar- 
ta to be cut down. 5 | 


My LokD, I had wrote thus far, and was 
on the Point of concluding, when Your 
Grace's excellent Thanks-giving Sermon, 
preached in Chriſt- Church, on the 29th of 
laſt November, before his Grace John, Duke 
of Bedford, was put into my Hands. It is 
with no ſmall Reluctance that I forbear en- 
larging, in this Place, on the many and 
ſhining 
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ſhining Merits of that Perform ance; from 
the Peruſal of which I have received 
ſo much Satisfaction, and Improvement. 
Nothing ſhould have hindered me but 
the ſeeming Indelicacy, of repeating to 
Your Grace thoſe high Encomiums, 
which all good and ſenſible Men, who have 
either heard, or read it, unanimouſly agree, 
in private, to beſtow upon it. But, there 
is, my Lox, a Paſſage towards the End 
of it, which, as it confirms the general Opi- 
nion of your Chriftian Compaſſion and Be- 
nevolence, with Regard to the People I am 
pleading for; fo I can moſt truly aſſure Your 
Grace, that no Returns of Gratitude are 
wanting on their Parts; but that their warm- 
eſt Wiſhes for your Welfare and Proſperity, 
(which they have long entertained,) are now 
redoubled in them by this laſt ſignal In- 
ſtance of your Goodneſs towards them. 
For my Part, that Paſſage has convinced 
me, that I have been all this Time giving 
Your GRAcx an unneceſſary Trouble; in as 
much as I could not preſume to hope that 
any Thing I could offer in their Behalf, would 
have given Your GRace a more favoura- 
ble Opinion of their Principles and Con- 
duct, than what you have yourſelf moſt hn- 
manely expreſſed, when you declared, on that 
ſolemn Occaſion, that * the Senſe of the 
« Mildneſs of the Government we live un- 
der, had ſuch an Effect upon them, that 
cc there have of late appeared Diſpoſitions 
«< among them, which are extremely laud- 
e able; and which, ſurely, ought to meet 
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* with every Encouragement that can be 
© conſiſtent with Prudence and our own 


„Security.“ 


I sHALL not, my Loxp, preſume to deter- 
mine the Nature, or Quality, of that Encou- 
ragement, which Your GRACE fo generouſ- 
ly wiſheth theſe People may meet with; or 
what Part of thoſe diſabling Laws, under 
which they have ſo long laboured, it might 
be ſafe, or prudent, to take off, or mitigate: 
Nor ſhall I enquire whether, ſince the Cauſes 
and Motives, both real and imputed, for 
making thoſe Laws, have been long re- 
moved, their Effecis alſo, ſo manifeſtly hurt- 
ful to the Proteſtant Intereſt itſelf of this 
Kingdom, ought not of Courſe to ceaſe; for 
this Taſk, my LorDp, hath been already ex- 
ecuted in more than one maſterly Perform- 
ance * lately publiſhed. But I will conclude 
this Letter, by putting together ſome ſcat- 
tered Hints, which I find written to my 
Hand on that intereſting Subject, by a very 
ſenſible Proteſtant Author, in a Pamphlet 
printed ſo long ago as the Year 1728 


A theſe diſabling Laws” (ſays this Author) 


© were made in Times of Ferment, and 


„ Unſettlement, upon the Heels of our in- 
teſt ine Troubles, ſcarce then compoſed ; 
4 and which left deep Impreſſions on the 
„Minds of thoſe who ſorely ſuffered in theſe 


„ Commotions; when Numbers of our Peo- 


ple, and, among them, a good many, 
5 trained 


* See the Proteſtant Intereſi conſidered, avith Regard 
% the Penal Laws. Seafonable Thoughte, &c. 
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trained and inured to Arms, who had un- 
happily acted, or appeared, on the wrong 
Side of the Quarrel, were naturally, and 
but reaſonably, ſuſpected of ſtrong Incli- 
nations to the Cauſe they had miſcarrięd 
in, and of a Diſpoſition to relapſe and em- 
brace, and favour it again, if ever it 
ſhould come upon the Carpet. — And it 
was highly reaſonable, nay it was but 
common Prudence, to have a watchful 
Eye, and to hold a ſtraight Hand too, over 
a Set of People in that Diſpoſition, and in 
that Capacity of diſturbing, or perhaps, 
overturning our Settlements. Nor is it 
ſo much to be wondered at, if even tlie 
Makers of that extenſive Law, did not, 
at ſuch a Juncture, and in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, at once, foreſee all thoſe Conſe- 
quences which it has ſince drawn after it; 
ſince a Law muſt be of more than human 
Inſtitution, and Modelling, not to be liable 
to ſome unforeſeen Inconveniencies. 


«© BuT not one of theſe Reaſons and Mo- 
tives, which gave Occaſion to that Law, 
now ſubſiſts, except that great Numbers 
of the Iriſb, but of the loweſt and pooreſt 
of them, continue ſtill Papiſts; many of 
the moſt conſiderable Heads of them, at 
whom thoſe Laws were perſonally levelled, 
are ſince become Proteſtants : So that they 
have neither the Numbers, nor Leaders, 
nor Diſcipline at home, nor the Alli- 
ances, nor Expectations ſrom abroad. 
which they were then ſuppoſed to have; 
| 2 oe 
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* or which may render them, in any Degree, 
«© formidable to us. And were all theſe Cir- 
& cumſtances ſtill ſubſiſting, yet, I ſhould 
« ſtill think them very cogent Reaſons, ra- 
& ther for reclaiming and recovering our 
„ own People, and attaching and ſecuring 
them to ourſelves, than for diſtreſſing 
and driving them unto Poverty and De- 
„ {pair, and making them, at beſt, for ever 

* loſt and uſeleſs to us.” 


- _ — —— 1 
EC ͤ b > rw, 


& Now, I cannot, for my Life, ſee that 
„ there can be any better Way (if there 
can be any other) of attaching a People to 
& a Conſtitution, and engaging them, both 
<< by Intereſt and Inclination, to ſupport it, 
<< than, firſt cheriſhing and protecting them; 
* and then making their Eſtates and their 
« Fortunes, Which are their Bread and their 
Life, ſo dependent om it, as ever to ſtand 
« or fall with it. A Beggar and a Slave has 
* Nothing to loſe, Nothing to ſave; he has 
« neither Liberty nor Property to defend: 
«© No Change can make his Condition worſe, 
„ though it may give him ſome Chance for 
* bettering it; nay, he ſeems to have no 
Chance or Proſpect but in a Change; and 
who that were a Beggar and a Slave, 
* would not, at leaſt, wiſh for a Change of 
* that Condition: Beſides, occaſional and 
temporary Laws, as they were never 
* made of Inclination or Choice, but Ne- 
ceſſity, ought by neceſſary Implication to 
cc he 
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+ be temporary, and to ceaſe with the Oc- 
© cafions themſelves; and, in the mean 


« Time, to abate and relax in Proportion as 
« theſe do.“ 


J am, my LORD, 
with true Reſpect, 
Your GRACE s moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble Servant, 


A. B. 


March 3d, 1760. 


This Day was publiſbed by Dillon Chamberlaine, in 
Smock Alley. 


A Propoſal for the Reſtoration of public Wealth 
and Credit, by Means of a Loan from the 
Roman Catholics of this Kingdom, in Conſideration 
of enlarging their Privileges, c. In a Letter to a 
truly Honourable Member of the Houſe of Com 
mons. By the FARMER. 


Where may be bad, by the ſame Author, 


The Firſt and Second Letter from Liberty and 
Common Senſe to the People of Ireland, Greeting, 


g The Third Letter is in the Preſs, and will 
ſpeedily be publiſhed. 


N. B. In theſe Letters the Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, with the Rights of the People, are ſet 
forth and aſſerted; Reaſons are aſſigned for reject- 
ing a UNION, and diſapproving the late Mor ION 
made in P-rl--m-nt; and the Nature of LisBerTy, 
with the ſeveral Degrees of Slavery to which the 
Nation may be gradually ſubjected, are clearly ex- 
plained. 


Lately publiſhed, and may be had at ſaid Place, 
[Price a Britiſh Six-pence.] 


TBD AcTs of that ſhort Seſſion of Parliament 
| held in Dublin, May 7, 1689, under the late 
King James II. Which more fully diſcover the 
Gemus, Intereſts, Views, &c. of the then Sitting 
Members, than any Thing hitherto taken Notice of 
by the Hiſtorians of that Time. 
| To which is prefixed, 

The Speech of the late King James II. at the 
opening of the ſaid Seſſion. | 

The Whole taken from authentick Manuſcripts 
and publiſhed for the Entertainment of the Curious. 


